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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
MABLETHORPE  AND  SUTTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  1952  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Urban  District.  During  its  preparation, 
one  was  conscious  of  the  apparently  relative  insignificance  of  the  details 
compared  with  other  years  because  of  the  great  flooding  catastrophe  that 
occurred  in  the  district  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  current  year.  Writing  against 
the  background  of  this  terrible  event  one  might  be  inclined  to  pass  lightly 
over  the  happenings  of  the  previous  year,  but  as  they  represent  matters  of 
vital  and  permanent  interest  their  place  in  the  sequence  of  years  requires 
to  be  maintained. 

During  the  year  84  babies  were  born  to  residents,  of  whom  5  died 
before  attaining  the  age  of  one  year,  and  the  death  total  for  all  ages  was  85. 
There  were  no  still-births.  Stated  as  rates  in  terms  of  population,  the  birth 
rate  was  16.2  and  the  actual  death  rate  16.4  compared  with  15.3  and  11.3 
for  the  country  as  a  whole.  This  shows  the  relative  margin  of  difference 
between  these  rates  which  affects  the  local  results  adversely  on  account 
of  the  age  structure  of  the  population.  Apart  from  that  relatively  large  number 
which  appears  year  by  year  under  the  0/1  year  group,  the  major  fatalities 
occurred  in  the  terminal  age  groups,  and  of  the  total  deaths,  73%  happened 
after  the  age  of  65  compared  with  the  average  of  70%  in  this  group  in  the 
previous  five  years.  There  was  no  unusual  increase  in  the  deaths  due  to 
particular  diseases.  The  average  infant  death  rate,  calculated  per  1,000  of 
the  related  births,  during  the  past  five  years  in  the  district  was  44.8  compared 
with  the  similar  national  average  of  30.6. 

There  was  an  improvement  in  the  number  of  immunisations  done 
in  the  baby  group,  and  I  consider  when  better  clinic  facilities  become  avail¬ 
able  and  a  local  campaign  started  the  results  will  be  as  good  as  they  once 
were  in  this  district. 

Matters  affecting  environmental  health  are  detailed  under  their 
particular  headings  in  the  body  of  the  report.  Among  the  special  features 
of  the  year  were  the  gratifying  increase  in  the  number  of  house  completions, 
the  preparations  for  starting  the  sewering  of  the  North  End  area  and  the 
decisive  and  urgent  attack  made  by  the  Council  to  end  the  water  shortage 
problem.  These  were,  indeed,  major  events  in  the  progress  affecting  the 
field  of  environmental  health. 
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The  report  deals  in  more  detail  than  usual  with  questions  relating  to 
food  hygiene,  on  account  of  the  increasing  importance  of  the  subject  to  this 
district.  As  mentioned,  there  appears  a  need  for  taking  more  active  steps 
to  ensure  better  attention  to  the  observance  of  covering  food  against  the 
danger  of  contamination  by  flies,  dust  and  animals. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  mention  with  gratitude  the  help  given  by  the 
sanitary  inspector  and  the  surveyor  during  the  year,  both  of  whom  have 
supplied  information  concerning  the  work  of  their  departments  which  I 
have  used  in  this  report.  I  wish  also  to  avail  of  the  occasion  to  express  my 
indebtedness  and  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  the  courtesy  and  co-operation  that  are  always  extended. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  J.  KERRIGAN, 

Louth.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

July,  1953. 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  and  Urban  District,  including  717  Acres  of 

Foreshore 

•  •  • 

7,193  acres 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  mid  year 

Home 

Population 

.  .  . 

5,192 

Density  per  acre  (excluding  foreshore) 

.  .  . 

0.80 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

•  *  . 

2,110 

Rateable  Value  of  inhabited  houses 

•  •  • 

£27,989 

Total  Rateable  Value  at  31/12/52  .. 

•  •  • 

£42,533 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  at  31/12/52 

..  £166  11s.  7d. 

Vital  Statistics. 

NOTE — Figures  in  brackets  show  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales • 

Births. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

(a)  Live  : 

Legitimate  . .  . .  75 

34 

41 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  9 

4 

5 

84 

38 

46 

(b)  Still  . 

NIL. 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  . . 

16.18 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated 

population  (comparability  factor  1.08) 

. . 

17.5  (15.3) 

Still  Birth  Rate 

Nil. 

Deaths. 

Total  Male  Female 

85  47  38 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  . .  16.37 

Standardised  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  popula¬ 
tion  (comparability  factor  0.76)  ..  ..  ..  12.4(11.3) 

Death  of  Infants  : 

(#)  Under  one  year  of  age  : 


Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

1 

6 

1 

( b )  Under  four  weeks  of  age  : 

Legitimate  .  .  —  2 

Illegitimate  . .  —  1 

Death  rate  under  the  age  of  one  year  per  1,000  Live 

Births  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  59.5  (27.6) 


Causes  of  and  ages  at  death  (Infants)  : 

Male 

Prematurity  . .  — 

Prematurity  . .  — 


Female 
2  days 

4  hours 


Heart  failure  and  del¬ 
ayed  atelectasis  . .  1  Month 


Empyema  and  pulm 
abscess  P.M. 


2  Months 


Spina  Bifida 


1  Week 
2  3 


- Ages  at  Death. - 

Ages 

in  0/1  1/5  5/15  15/25  25/35  35/45  45/55  55/65  65/75  75/85  85+ Total 

Deaths  5  -  1  —  1  5  10  24  26  13=  85 

% 

- Deaths  from  Malignant  and  other  neoplasms - 

Ages  in  Under 

Years.  40  40/45  45/50  50/55  55/60  60/65  65/70  70/75  75+ Total 


Deaths  —  —  —  1 

-232 

3  11 

Sites  of  Malignant  Neoplasms. 

Lung 

2 

Uterus 

1 

Prostate.. 

1 

Stomach 

1 

Other  alimentary  sites 

6 

11 


Total  Causes  of  Death  in  the  Area,  1952. 

Male  Female 

1.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . . 

1  1 

2.  Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Stomach 

3.  „  „  „  Lung  and 

1  — 

Bronchus 

2 
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4.  „  „  „  Uterus 

5.  ,,  „  all  other  sites 

6.  Diabetes 

7.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

8.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

9.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

10.  Other  Heart  disease 

11.  Other  circulatory  disease 

12.  Pneumonia 

13.  Bronchitis 

14.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

15.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

16.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

17.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

18.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

19.  Congenital  Malformations 

20.  Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

21.  All  other  accidents 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  OF  THE 

AREA. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Lincoln,  examined  without 
cost  to  the  Council  a  total  of  181  samples  comprised  of  water, 
milk  and  ice  cream.  One  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  excellent 
co-operation  and  assistance  given  by  this  service  which  was  freely 
availed  of  during  the  year.  Of  the  remaining  samples  six  only 
required  to  be  sent  to  the  analyst  for  chemical  analysis  at  fee  rate. 
Clinics. 

The  only  clinic  provided  in  the  district  was  at  the  Church 
Hall,  Mablethorpe  where  the  County  Council  Infant  Welfare 
Clinic  was  held  weekly  on  Thursdays  from  2-4  p.m.  The  Doctor 
in  charge  attended  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays  of  the  month 
when  arrangements  for  immunisation  of  babies  against  diphtheria 
and  vaccination  were  included  in  the  sessions. 

On  account  of  the  poor  amenities  and  the  conflicting  uses  for 
which  the  rented  clinic  premises  was  otherwise  employed,  the 
County  Authorities  decided  to  acquire  a  more  suitable  building 
which  would  serve  as  a  permanent  clinic  for  the  district.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  the  house  provisionally  chosen  shared  in  the  general 
damage  caused  by  the  flood  disaster  which  was  to  happen  later, 
but  it  is  hoped  there  will  be  the  minimum  delay  in  securing  suitable 
premises  for  a  district  that  is  so  anxious  to  avail  of  clinic  services. 
During  the  year  there  were  50  clinic  sessions  with  a  total  attend¬ 
ance  of  1,257  and  an  attendance  of  babies  under  one  year  of  1,179 
and  of  children  from  one  to  five  years  of  564. 

As  the  area  Medical  Officer  for  the  County  Council,  children 
attending  the  two  County  Schools — one  at  Mablethorpe  and  one 
at  Sutton — were  examined  by  me  in  their  age  groups  twice  during 
the  year.  Diphtheria  immunisation,  both  primary  and  booster 
treatment,  is  done  as  required  during  the  school  visits. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Infectious  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  notified  during 
1952  : — 


Disease 

Total  cases 
Notified 

Case  Rate  per 
1,000  of 
population 

Whooping  Cough 

7 

1.35  (2.61) 

Measles 

39 

7.51  (8.86) 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

1.35  (1.53) 

Pneumonia 

2 

0.39  (0.72) 

Malaria 

1 

0.19 

Total 

56 

< 

The  bulk  of  the  measles  notifications  occurred  during  the 
Autumn  of  the  year  but  it  was  noticed  the  earlier  casual  cases 
were  holiday  visitors  who  were  probably  incubating  the  disease 
before  arrival.  Two  of  the  seven  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  also 
holiday  visitors.  Except  in  one  instance  the  relatively  large  number 
of  these  cases  showed  no  inter-relation,  as  they  were  notified  at 
different  periods  of  the  year  and  in  different  localities. 

One  is  glad  to  see  the  infectious  diseases  confined  to  the  familiar 
commoner  groups,  in  a  district  which  has  such  heavy  influxes 
from  cities  during  holiday  times. 

Prophylaxis  against  Diphtheria  and  Small  Pox. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  supplying 
the  following  information  about  the  numbers  immunised  against 
diphtheria  in  age  groups  and  the  vaccinations  done  during  the 
year. 


Diphtheria  Immunisations  : 


Under  5  years. 

45 

Vaccinations  : 

5-14  years. 

15 

Booster  Doses. 

68 

Ages  in  Years. 

0/1 

1/4 

15 

5/14  and  over 

Total 

Primary  Vaccinations . . 

15 

1 

—  1 

17 

Re-vaccinations 

1 

—  3 

4 
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One  finds  difficulty  explaining  the  mediocre  results  in  the  baby 
group  in  the  light  of  personal  experience  of  the  response  forth¬ 
coming  where  the  school  population  is  concerned.  It  may  be  that 
the  poor  clinic  facilities  affect  the  results  or  perhaps  in  the  “baby 
families”  there  is  a  sprinkling  of  temporary  residents,  but  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  record  the  vital  interest  shown  by  parents  met  at  school 
medical  inspection  to  have  their  children  protected.  At  the  school 
one  meets  the  more  permanent  resident  and  rarely  only  is  the 
active  objector  or  the  negatively  disposed  person  found  among 
them,  which  is  as  it  should  be  in  a  district  subject  to  the  increased 
risk  of  infection  caused  by  the  heavy  seasonal  influx  from  far  and 
wide. 

The  number  protected  against  smallpox  continues  poor,  and 
in  these  days  when  distance  matters  so  little,  risk  is  never  absent. 
Unlike  diphtheria,  which  takes  weeks  after  treatment  before 
immunity  develops,  there  might  still  be  time  in  a  smallpox  scare 
to  gain  protection  by  vaccination,  provided  of  course  one  was  not 
among  the  first  victims.  There  is  the  point,  however,  that  so  many 
no  wrequire  to  be  given  smallpox  prophylaxis  at  some  stage  in  their 
lives,  either  on  entry  to  H.M.  Forces  or  before  travelling  abroad, 
and  it  makes  an  appreciable  difference  to  the  severity  of  the  reaction 
if  they  have  had  their  primary  vaccination  in  childhood. 


Tuberculosis — New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1952. 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

0  .  . 

1 

5  . . 

15  . . 

25  .. 

35  . . 

45  . . 

55  •  .. 
65+  .. 

1 

3 

1 

1  1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  . . 

2  5  1  — 

1  1  —  — 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Water. 


The  results  of  sample  examinations  of  water  from  the  public 
and  private  supply  sources  were  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Public  Supply 


Satisfactory 

Doubtful 

Unsatisfactory 

(a)  Bacteriological 

34 

2 

— 

(, b )  Chemical 

4 

— 

— 

(2)  Private  Supplies 

34 

5 

9 

As  usual  the  samples  from  the  public  supply  were  taken  from 
the  bores  and  various  supply  points  in  the  district.  That  the  two 
samples  classed  as  doubtful  had  no  significance  was  shown  by  the 
immediate  follow  up  checks  proving  satisfactory. 

The  private  supply  samples  referred  entirely  to  the  completion 
of  the  investigation,  begun  the  previous  year,  into  the  purity  of  the 
supplies  of  the  individual  farms  and  cottages  which  had  not 
previously  been  ascertained.  When  all  the  properties  had  been 
sampled  a  report  was  made  to  the  Council.  Briefly,  the  investigation 
showed  that  29  out  of  the  83  properties  had  unsafe  supplies,  and 
these  were  grouped  and  recommended  according  to  their  urgency 
and  practicability  for  extension  supplies  from  the  public  mains. 
The  Council  had  previously  considered  in  a  general  way  agricultural 
mains  extension  schemes  for  the  benefit  of  these  outlying  areas 
but  the  result  of  the  investigation  into  the  individual  supplies 
defined  the  priority  areas  from  the  more  important  angle  of  the 
public  health  demands,  which  resulted  in  the  matter  receiving  the 
usual  active  consideration  and  attention  by  the  Council. 

During  the  August  Bank  Holiday  week-end,  grave  anxiety 
was  caused  by  the  water  shortage  throughout  the  district  due  to 
failure  of  the  Maltby  bore  to  deliver  water  to  the  increased  capacity 
of  the  newly  installed  pumping  apparatus.  The  surveyor  and  the 
consultant  engineers  had  on  previous  occasions  called  attention 
to  the  defects  of  the  bore  and  its  limitations,  but  they  had  no 
reason  to  anticipate,  apart  from  the  effects  of  the  reduced  rainfall 
of  the  previous  winter  on  this  and  other  bores  in  the  County,  the 
dramatic  situation  with  which  they  were  suddenly  confronted  by 
the  bore  yielding  considerably  less  than  the  new  plant  was  capable 
of  pumping.  By  dint  of  capacity  pumping  from  the  two  bores 
and  using  the  outside  source  to  the  fullest  extent,  the  surveyor  was 
able  to  provide  a  limited  supply  until  the  critical  peak  period 
passed.  Following  the  surveyor’s  report  to  the  Council  about  the 
inadequacy  of  the  supply  to  meet  demands  during  the  seasonal 
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heights,  the  consulting  engineers  were  asked  urgently  to  examine 
and  report  on  the  matter.  They  considered  the  bore  was  seriously 
damaged,  and  recommended  sinking  a  new  bore  as  had  been 
previously  intended  in  1939  but  cancelled  on  account  of  the  out¬ 
break  of  war.  Realising  the  gravity  of  the  position  the  Council 
adopted  the  consultant’s  advice  and  arranged  to  meet  the  respon¬ 
sible  Ministry  to  obtain  sanction  for  the  work  recommended  with 
all  the  haste  that  the  situation  required. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Undoubtedly  the  most  outstanding  advance  made  during  the 
year  was  the  approval  from  the  Ministry  and  the  preparation  to 
start  the  work  of  sewering  the  North  End  area.  This  long  envisaged 
scheme  had  at  last  become  a  near  reality,  which  on  completion  will 
raise  the  general  sanitation  of  the  district  to  the  level  expected  in 
an  urban  area.  Consideration  was  also  given  to  the  large  area  to 
the  north  of  the  sewerage  scheme  which  was  intended  for  caravan 
site  development.  In  view  of  the  sanitary  problems  bound  to  arise 
about  sewage  disposal  at  the  camp  sites,  permission  was  obtained 
to  lay  sewers  and  the  Council  arranged  with  the  owners  that  the 
camp  sewers  would  be  of  such  capacity  and  laid  at  sufficient  depth 
to  fit  in  with  the  further  plans  for  the  development  of  the  area, 
the  Council  reimbursing  the  owners  for  certain  costs  involved  by 
the  agreement. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

The  analyses  of  the  effluents  from  the  Mablethorpe  and  the 
Sutton  works  were  poor.  In  the  reports  from  which  I  quote,  the 
samples  were  taken  in  mid  August  during  the  peak  loads  at  the 
works  which  may  have  accounted  for  the  unsatisfactory  standard 
of  the  effluent  from  the  Mablethorpe  plant.  The  Sutton  works  is 
not  expected  to  give  a  satisfactory  effluent. 

The  following  routine  work  was  reported  by  the  sanitary 
inspector  : — 


Drains. 


234 

67 

3 

3 


Drains  examined,  tested,  exposed,  etc.  . . 
Drains  unstopped,  repaired,  etc. 

Waste  pipes,  disconnected,  repaired,  etc. 
Existing  soil  pipes,  etc.  removed  or  repaired. 


Cesspools. 

Six  were  abolished  following  the  sewer  extension  of  about 
120  yards  along  the  Eton  Road. 
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Closets. 

Number  of  houses  with  privy  vaults  in  district  .  .  . .  7 

Number  of  houses  with  pail  closets  in  district  . .  . .  99 

Number  of  pail  closets  repaired.  . .  . .  . .  1 

Number  of  water-closets  substituted  for  dry  receptacles  1 
Number  of  water  closets  repaired  . .  . .  . .  38 

House  Refuse. 

A  weekly  collection  service  was  carried  out  and  during  the 
summer  a  biweekly  collection  operated  for  shops,  cafes  and  camps. 
Five  complaints  only  were  made  about  delay  in  removals.  The 
disposal  was  by  controlled  tipping  and  the  inspector  considered 
the  tipping  grounds  as  satisfactory. 

Verminous  Premises — Disinfection  and  disinfestation. 

Disinfection  for  infectious  disease  . .  . ,  . .  4 

Houses  disinfested  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Nuisances. 

Total  number  of  nuisances  during  year  : — 

(1)  Abated  as  result  of  informal  action  by  sanitary 

inspectors  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  368 

(2)  Reported  to  Council  : 

(а)  Statutory  Notice  issued  . .  . .  . .  2 

(б)  Statutory  Notice  not  issued  . .  . .  6 

Details  of  nuisances  abated  : — 


Smoke 

Accumulation  of  refuse  . . 
Foul  ditches,  ponds  and 
stagnant  water 
Fowls,  pigs  and  other 
animals 
Dampness 

Yards  repaved  or  repaired 
Other  nuisances 


After  informal 
Intimation 
10 
16 


After  Statutory 
Notice 


4 

32 

4 

298 


Prevention  of  damage  by  Pests — 1949  Act. 

The  following  treatments  were  reported  by  the  part  time  rodent 
operator  employed  by  the  Council  : — 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  treated  . .  . .  . .  84 

Number  of  other  premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 


Shops  Act,  1950. 

Number  of  shops  inspected 
Contraventions  remedied 


27 

1 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number  of 

Number 

Premises. 

on 

Written  Occupiers 

Register 

Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 


are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

11 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

24 

-  45 

► 

8  — 

(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers  premises) 

2  „ 

1 

Total 

37 

45 

8  — 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

i  u  I  I  #  C  HI  Cl  T  a 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to /by 
H.M.  Inspector. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  . . 

4 

4 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of 
Floors 

1 

1 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

2 

2 

2 

2 

— 

!  Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

1 

1 

Total 

10 

10 

— 
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INSPECTION  and  SUPERVISION  of  HOUSES. 


Total  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  61 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  48 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities  .  .  .  .  ^  .  — 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  . .  .  .  . .  13 

(1)  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  ( a )  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  122 

(, b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  269 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  Sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  NIL. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  58 

(2)  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  . .  . .  . .  56 

(3)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  36  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners . NIL 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  . .  . .  NIL 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 

16 


NIL 


(4)  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  NIL 

( b )  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  NIL 

(5)  Moveable  Dwellings,  Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

Number  of  Site  Licences  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Number  of  individual  licences  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Number  inspected  during  the  year  . .  .  .  .  .  280 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  . .  . .  . .  13 

The  number  of  house  completions  of  two  and  three  bedroom 
types  compensated  for  the  smaller  number  of  Council  houses 
erected  in  the  previous  year  and  represented  the  largest  number  of 
completions  in  the  district  for  any  post-war  year. 

It  will  be  seen  that  repair  work  was  very  satisfactory,  since  all 
the  defects  found  or  reported  received  attention.  In  two  cases 
only  was  action  required  under  statutory  powers  but  this  was  due 
more  to  the  persuasion  and  insistent  efforts  of  the  sanitary  inspector. 
Four  houses  were  officially  represented  under  Section  1 1  of  Housing 
Act,  1936,  as  unfit  for  human  habitation.  In  the  case  of  three  of 
these  the  owner  agreed  to  let  them  for  short  holiday  tenancies  only 
during  the  summer  months  but  not  for  permanent  occupation. 
As  the  Clerk  pointed  out  the  arrangement  had  no  legal  status,  but 
as  temporary  buildings  with  sufficient  amenities  I  considered  they 
could  safely  be  used  under  supervision  for  the  use  suggested.  The 
permanent  occupying  tenants  were  rehoused.  In  the  fourth  case, 
demolition  had  not  been  carried  out  at  the  end  of  the  year  but  the 
house  remained  unoccupied. 

No  overcrowding  was  reported  during  the  year. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Catering  is  the  one  and  only  industry  that  counts  in  this 
district  and  it  follows  that  everything  connected  with  it  should  be 
of  prime  importance  to  the  residents,  the  great  majority  of  whom 
depend  directly  or  indirectly  for  their  living  on  the  “takings” 
during  the  short  holiday  season.  It  is  fortunate  in  this  way  that 
the  economic  and  public  health  interests  are  so  intimately  related 
in  the  anxiety  to  prevent  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning,  which 
might  endanger  lives  and  have  an  undesirable  scare  effect  on  the 
resort.  For  these  reasons  it  behoves  every  one  connected  with  the 
chain  of  food  handling,  from  the  local  manufacturer  to  the  dish¬ 
washer,  to  accept  his  full  share  of  personal  responsibility  for 
following  rigidly  the  hygienic  rules  applicable  to  his  particular  job, 
which  should  be  well  enough  known  by  reason  of  the  literature, 
poster  displays  and  personal  injunctions  on  the  subject.  The  most 
important  single  preventive  measure  against  food  poisoning  is  the 
observance  of  thorough  hand  washing  immediately  after  the  use  of 
the  W.C.  and  as  an  automatic  act  before  preparing  food.  Many 
outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  have  been  caused  by  careless  and 
thoughtless  acts  on  the  part  of  those  responsible,  such  as  leaving 
food  and  food  utensils  uncovered  and  exposed  to  contamination  by 
flies  and  vermin,  careless  washing  of  food  utensils,  or  allowing 
cooked  foods  to  stand  for  unnecessary  periods  at  room  tem¬ 
peratures  instead  of  putting  them  in  a  refrigerator  or  cool  store. 
These  are  common  examples  of  ways  in  which  the  non  conscientious 
food  handler  may  be  regarded  as  nothing  short  of  a  potential 
homocide  and  no  amount  of  supervisory  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
Council  will  materially  alter  the  position  until  every  single  food 
handler  realises  and  accepts  the  serious  nature  of  his  responsibility. 

The  sequence  deals  in  detail  with  relevant  matters  under  the 
particular  headings. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  five  of  these  in  the  district  and  ten  inspections  carried 
out.  Two  contraventions  found,  subsequently  remedied. 

Particular  attention  is  needed  here  in  dealing  with  the  fillings 
and  decorations  of  cakes. 

Butchers’  Shops  and  Making  up  Rooms. 

The  sanitary  inspector  reports  there  are  eight  butchers’  shops, 
six  of  which  are  concerned  with  making  up  foods  such  as  sausages, 
pies  and  other  prepared  edibles,  and  two  premises  other  than 
butchers  also  produce  this  type  of  food.  The  inspector  reported 
eleven  visits  to  the  making-up  rooms  and  forty-one  to  meat  shops 
and  found  one  contravention  only  which  was  remedied.  It  was 
reported  that  all  these  premises  had  refrigerated  storage  and  used 
chemical  detergents  for  washing  up.  The  improvements  included 
one  completely  new  making-up  room  provided  with  modern 
equipment. 
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Perhaps  the  caption  “The  customer’s  health  is  in  your  hands” 
applies  with  the  greatest  force  to  those  engaged  in  the  trade  of 
making-up  meat  products.  Not  only  does  the  work  entail  special 
attention  to  the  hand  hygiene  already  mentioned  but  also  when  the 
hands  touch  the  nose  or  mouth.  Any  sores  on  the  hands  or  arms 
are  such  a  potential  source  of  danger  that  the  affected  person 
should  not  engage  in  the  actual  making  up  work  until  the  doctor 
considers  it  safe,  which  applies  also  to  sufferers  from  diarrhoea, 
severe  colds  or  sore  throat.  Attention  to  the  prompt  cooling  of 
prepared  meats  and  the  prevention  of  fly  contamination  before 
storing  in  the  refrigerator  is  important. 

Wet  Fish  Shops  and  Fish  Frying  premises. 

There  are  four  wet  fish  shops  and  nine  “fish  and  chip”  shops 
to  which  the  sanitary  inspector  reported  eleven  visits. 

This  type  of  trade  attracts  the  “blue-bottle”  and  food  covers 
are  very  essential  as  well  as  adopting  means  for  preventing  the  pests. 

Grocery  and  other  food  shops. 

Included  in  the  number  of  these  are  twenty-eight  grocery 
establishments  and  other  shops  selling  a  variety  of  food  com¬ 
modities,  including  cakes,  pastries  and  sweets,  which  the  inspector 
visited  in  connexion  with  observance  of  the  Council’s  food  bye¬ 
laws.  As  in  the  majority  of  retail  shops,  the  trouble  found  was 
inattention,  or  makeshift  attention,  to  covering  displayed  edibles 
from  contamination  by  flies,  dust  and  possibly  vermin.  The  wearing 
of  white  coats  or  other  garment  covers  by  workers  was  generally 
well  observed  but  these  can  look  ludicrous  if  worn  in  a  shop  where 
flies  abound  or  by  an  assistant  who  licks  his  fingers  to  lift  wrapping 
paper  for  the  food  purchase. 

It  is  certainly  neither  good  public  health  nor  an  impressive 
sight  for  the  customer  or  the  visitor  to  see  flies  crawling  over 
uncovered  displayed  food.  The  token  form  of  temporary  cover  by 
cellophane  was  tolerated  in  the  early  stages  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Council’s  Food  Bye-Laws  but  the  time  has  arrived  for  the  provision 
of  permanent  food  covers  which  will  obviate  risks  from  this  source. 

O 

Cafes,  Snack  Bars,  etc. 

The  sanitary  inspector  paid  eighty-seven  supervisory  visits  to 
premises  concerned  with  catering,  and  paid  particular  care  to  the 
provisions  of  hot  water  and  the  attention  given  to  the  technique  of 
washing  up.  At  one  time,  washing  up  was  regarded  as  the  most 
menial  of  tasks  suitable  for  the  least  intelligent  members  of  the 
staff  but  it  is  now  regarded,  on  account  of  its  bearing  on  health, 
as  a  highly  technical  operation  which  should  be  done  by  persons 
capable  of  understanding  the  responsibilities  involved.  It  is  a 
pleasure  to  record  the  installation  of  two  modern  washing  machines 
during  the  year  in  cafes. 
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In  my  report  for  1949  I  called  attention  to  the  condition  of 
the  eight  snack  bars  on  the  foreshore  and  I  think  it  is  high  time  the 
Council  considered  the  future  of  these  to  make  them  more  worthy 
of  their  function. 


Food  condemned  during  the  year. 

Fresh  meat  . .  65  lbs. 
Tinned  meat  . .  67  lbs. 
Tinned  fruit  .  .455  lbs. 
Tinned  vegetable  70  lbs. 
Tinned  soup  . .  5  lbs. 

Tinned  ham  . .  171  lbs. 
Cheese  . .  . .  34  lbs. 


Tinned  milk  20  pints 

equivalent 

Ice  cream  . .  11  gallons 

Potatoes  . .  35  cwt. 

Mixed 

confectionery  167  lbs. 
Rabbits  . .  . .  6 


Milk. 

There  are  twenty  milk  distributors  in  the  district  including 
four  dairymen.  All  the  milk  sold  is  subjected  to  standardised  heat 
treatment — the  dairymen  selling  T.T.  pasteurised,  ordinary 
pasteurised,  and  sterilized  ;  and  sixteen  shops  retail  sterilized  milk 
only. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  and  all  reported  satisfactory 
regarding  the  result  of  processing. 

T.T.  Pasteurised  . .  13 

Pasteurised  . .  . .  13 

Ice  Cream. 

There  were  two  firms  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice 
cream  and  forty-nine  premises  registered  for  sale  only.  The 
inspector  reported  101  visits  to  the  premises  concerned  with  the 
manufacture  and  sale  and  was  satisfied  with  the  conditions  found. 


The  following  shows  the  results  of  sample  examinations  done 
during  the  year. 


Grades 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Manufactured  in  district 

8 

2 

- 

1 

Manufactured  ex  district  . . 

26 

23 

10 

1 

Totals 

34 

25 

10 

2 

It  was  unfortunate  to  see  entries,  even  small,  under  Grade  4 
or  indeed  under  Grade  3,  but  the  percentage  of  the  total  in  grades 
1  and  2  was  eighty-three  which  is  superior  to  the  accepted  standard 
of  80%.  In  all  cases  the  inferior  results  were  inquired  into  and  I 
appreciated  the  interest  and  co-operation  given  by  the  outside 
manufacturers  in  such  investigations. 
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